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family., the Marquess's neglect and cruelty, and the bitter
feud arising therefrom, in which his unfortunate client
had been involved, and by reason of which Lord Queens-
berry was really pursuing him, as a friend of his divorced
wife and estranged children. It would have been safe to
prophesy that an advocate like Marshall Hall would have
taken this course : he would have given battle over the
whole front, and in every corner of the field. The Judge
would have rebuked him and pulled him up again and
again, but he would have succeeded in introducing such
an atmosphere of prejudice against Lord Queensberry into
the minds of the jury that some would have taken Lord
Queensberry's side and some that of Lord Alfred and his
mother,, and Oscar Wilde's part in the story might have
become quite a secondary issue. The terribly relevant and
penetrating mind of Edward Carson might, perhaps would,
have brought the jury back to the central issue of the trial,
but it appears to the writer that a Marshall Hall at his best,
flinging himself into the fray, with all his strength, might
easily at least have secured a long consideration and a
disagreement.
But Sir Edward Clarke had decided otherwise : relying
absolutely on Wilde's protestation of innocence, he was
out for a conviction on the single issue, and was deter-
mined to avoid all irrelevancies. He considered that his
client would suffer and not gain from a wide and bitter
discussion of the Queensberry family history. The jury
might then condemn Wilde for no sin of his own, but visit
the sins of the Douglas children on Wilde's innocent head :
such irrelevancies would widen and expose the front for
attack by the angry Quecnsberry and his clever counsel.
No doubt there were wrongs on both sides, and the more
completely his client was kept clear of all this, the better
for him. Besides, for such a plan of attack Lord Alfred
Douglas was an indispensable witness ; no jury would like
to see a young son attacking his father in a criminal trial
before his father had said a word in his defence. Lord Alfred
was headstrong, eloquent, and full of bitterness against the
Marquess; besides, the whole case arose out of the friendship